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considered the founders of international law, which was soon
developed further by Gentili and Grotius. Franciscus a Victoria
and many other theologians were also great defenders of the
rights of the natives in the newly discovered world, and in England
it was the Christian conscience which brought about the sup-
pression of slavery. The Christian missionaries of many denom-
inations were the first who studied the soul of the backward
peoples and recognized them as brothers. The missions pro-
tected the natives against the greed and brutality of white traders
and settlers, and led them on the road to a higher civilization.
Moreover, the missionaries became the founders of the science
of cultural anthropology which had an immense influence on
modern views of history, psychology and sociology.
18. RELIGION AND NATIONALITY IN INDIA
The importance of the religious factor in developing Western
civilization and nationality becomes particularly clear by a com-
parison with Indian conditions. In India thought and social
life have been most powerfully moulded by religion. The
numerous religious systems that have appeared in the course of
history represent almost every possible form. The dominant
factor in Indian life is Hinduism, a somewhat indeterminate
agglomeration of customs and beliefs which comprises numerous
and widely divergent varieties and has evolved as well profound
religious philosophies as primitive cults of natural forces and
demons. It has produced many saints and ascetics whose devotion
to their religious ideas was unsurpassed, and its ethical teachings
were often such as to command admiration. On the other hand,
in the prevalent forms of Hinduism the whole of life is controlled
by traditions and hedged in by rites which have magical sig-
nificance, and which frequently appear to us as superstitious,
cruel and immoral. Certain systems of Hinduism are inspired by
a lofty spirit, and often show striking parallels with Christianity
at its best. On the whole, however, Hinduism as a living force
in social life did not stand for those ethical ideals which have
paved the way for the idea of nationhood in Europe, namely
the spiritual unity, liberty, equality and fraternity of mankind
as taught by Hebrew prophets and Christ.
Hinduism is predominantly a national, or rather racial, creed
which cannot be adopted by people not born as Hindus, though
a few exceptions exist in certain parts of India. Its most con-
spicuous peculiarity is the division of society into a vast number